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Cong launches statewide protest
1nst ‘vote theft’

Pics: Arvind Sharma

from ]1pur

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: In a spirited de-
monstration Wednesday,
Congress workers, inclu-
dingasignificant number of
women, took to the streets
chanting slogans like “Vote
Chor, Gaddi Chhod” and
“Rahul Gandhi Zindabad.”
The march, which star-
ted from the party’s state he-
adquarters near Chandpole
and concluded at Shaheed
Smarak on MI Road, was to
support allegations of “vote
theft” made by Rahul Gand-
hiagainst the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI).
Carrying hundreds of
national and party flags,
banners and placards, the
protest saw volunteers acti-
vely distributing leaflets ex-
plaining its purpose. Cong-
ress state president Govind
Singh Dotasra led the char-
ge, asserting, “Today we be-
gan a state-level protest after
Gandhi provided evidence
of vote manipulation, not
just allegations. We will con-
tinue demonstrations at dis-
trictandlocallevels.”
Dotasra accused the ECI
of denying data requests re-

Former CM Ashok Gehlot speaks
to media in the city Wednesday.
LOP Tikaram Jully, former deputy
CM Sachin Pilot, and PCC chief
Govind Singh Dotasra walk with
protesters. Traffic chaos on Ml
Road due to the protest march

lated to BJP's electoral victo-
ries in various constituenci-
es, stating, “BJP’swinsinJa-
ipur Rural, Bhilwara, Rajsa-
mand and in bypolls like
Jhunjhunu, Ramgarh and
Deoli-Uniara followed a cle-
ar pattern — missing names
of voters who traditionally
support Congress.”

The protest saw a large
turnout of party workers,
bolstered by the presence of
senior politicians, including
former CM Ashok Gehlot,

opposition leader Tikaram
Jully and Tonk MLA Sachin
Pilot, showcasing unity wit-
hin the party's state leaders-
hip. The demonstration fol-
lowed Gandhi'srecent deten-
tionduringamarch in Delhi.

Gehlot remarked, “The

protests in Delhi sent a na-
tionwide message about vote
theft. This protest is to pro-
tect democracy and will con-
tinue until the election com-
mission provides thereques-

ted data.” Other Ileaders
echoed the sentiment.
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Voter’s name appears
six times in Palghar

Nisha.Nambiar
@timesofindia.com

Pune: A 39-year-old voter’s
name was found appearing six
times in the electoral roll of
Maharashtra’s Palghar dis-
trict, prompting collector Indu
Jakhar to order a probe. The
name appeared five times In
one polling booth and once in
another booth in the same as-
sembly constituency. The du-
plication, flagged by activists
on social media, led the state
chief electoral officer to alert
the collector. The CEO'’s office
convened a special meeting
and sought detailed informa-
tionon the process undertaken
to resolve the issue. “We have
sought areport at the earliest,”
sald a senior official of the CE-

O’s office. Jakhar told TOI that
the process to delete the dupli-
cate entries was under way,
Deputy election officer Tejas
Chavan explained the circum-
stances that led to the duplica-
tion. In Nalasopara constituen-
cy in the same district, the vot-
erfiled form No.6online inJan
2024 to get her name registered.
“Believing that the EPIC
would be issued immediately
after submission of the form,
she inadvertently submitted it
six times,” he said. The district
administration issued a state-
ment, saying: “The district
election officer and district col-
lector; Palghar, have directed
all agencies to carry out strict
checksandeliminate duplicate
entries in the upcoming voter
list revision programme.”



- SC: Voter list can’t
- be static, must be
revised periodically

» Continued fromP 1

T t can’t be argued that there
is complete absence of pow-
A er with EC to conduct spe-
cial revision of electoral rolls.
The law says it can be done
constituency-wise and in such
a manner as EC deems prop-
er,” the bench said.

West Bengal, through se-
nior advocates Sankarana-
rayanan and Kalyan Banerjee,
raised the issue of SIR being
conducted without mandato-
ry consultation with state
govt. The bench said the
state’s challenge to SIR can
walit till the adjudication of
the petition against the revi-
sion of Bihar’selectoralrolls.

Senior advocate A M
Singhvi attempted to per-
suade the court to allow the
2003 list, with additions as of
thelast general elections, to be
the electoral roll for the up-
coming Bihar elections. “No
one is against SIR, if it is con-
ducted in Dec 2025 and the ex-
ercisetakesayear,” he said.

The bench disagreed. “In-
stead of seven documents
specified earlier for revision
of electoral rolls, EC has ex-
panded it to 11 documents. It
shows the exercise is voter
friendly and not exclusion-
ary,” said the justices.

Singhvi said the docu-
ments, apart from Aadhaar,

.............................................

ration card and voter ID card,
are available only with a mi-
nuscule percentage.

Sankaranarayanan ar-
gued that the right to be in-
cluded in an electoral roll is a
constitutional right if a per-
son did not suffer any of the
specified disqualifications.
The bench said, “The voter list
cannot be static. It must be re-
vised periodically.”

Advocate Prashant Bhush-
an said, “I can give guarantee
that not more than 25% of the
over 7 crore people who sub-
mitted enumeration forms
have not submitted any docu-
ment supporting their nation-
ality. Booth-level officers, as
per whims and fancies, have
notrecommended a whopping
10% t012% of peoplein... Darb-
hanga and Kaimur for inclu-
sion in the voterlist.”

He said EC had put the
draft voter list on its website
after Aug 1 but removed it on
Aug4 after Rahul Gandhi held
a press conference about “vot-
er manipulation”. SC said,
“We do not know of any such
press conference.”

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat said the names of 65
lakh deleted from the draft vot-
er list must be restored. SC
said, “We cannot bring the
dead back and make them
vote.” Arguments will contin-
ue on Thursday.

.............................................



Rahul takes EC dig over
tea with ‘dead voters’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Sharpening his
criticism of the SIR of elec-
toralrolls in Bihar, Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi on Wed-
nesdayremarked that he had
had the unique experience
of having tea with some “de-
ad” voters from Bihar.
Rahul and other IN-
DIA bloc netas are all set
toembarkona ‘Vote Adhi-
kar Yatra’ starting Aug
17, to make the “battle aga-
inst vote chori a mass move-
ment”. Congress said, “Se-
ven voters in Bihar, all very
much alive, shared tea with
Rahul Gandhi today — even
as the Election Commis-
sion’s SIR lists them as ‘de-
ad’.” “There have been many
interesting experiences in li-

Rahul thanked EC for the 'nique experience’. The MP and other |

INDIA bloc netas will embark on a ‘Vote Adhikar Yatra’ on Aug 17

fe, but I never got the chance
to have tea with ‘dead peo-
ple’. For this unique experi-
ence, thank you Election
Commission!” Rahul said on
X. Congress said they vo-
ters, who belong to RJD MP
Tejashwi Yadav’s constitu-
ency of Raghopur, were re-
moved from the electoral
rolls despite having comple-

tedtherequisite paperwork.
Congress also hit back at
BJP for its claim of irregula-
rities on seats contested by
some top opposition netas,
with Pawan Khera telling
PT1the data shared points to
the governing party’s collu-
sionwith EC and demanding
that 2024 Lok Sabha polls be
considered “null and void”.




‘Sonia on poll roll before attaining citizenship’

New Delhi: BJP on Wednesday sought to
turn the tables on Congress over the latter’s
campaign against alleged “vote theft” by
making the serious charge that Sonia Gand-
hi got herself enrolled twice as a voter with-
out renouncing her Italian citizenship.
“Sonia Gandhi’s name entered the electo-
ral rolls twice without meeting the basic citi-
zenship requirement — first as an Italian citi-
Zen in 1980, and then again in 1983, months be-
fore she legally became a citizen of India. We
are not even asking why it took her 15 years af-
termarrying Rajiv Gandhi to accept Indian ci-

....................................................................

tizenship. If this isn’t blatant electoral mal-
practice, what is?” said BJP IT department
head Amit Malviya to counter Congress’s
claim that EC had facilitated BJP’s victories
by enrolling fake voters.

On X, Malviya posted acopy of theelecto-
ral roll form of the official residence of then
PM Indira Gandhi, claiming Sonia’s name
was added during the revision of rolls with
Jan1,1980, as the qualifying date.

. “Following an outcry in 1982, her name
was deleted from the list only to reappear in
1983,” he said. Tnn

..................................................................




Bihar roll revision

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday said the 11 docu-
ments required to be submitted by
an elector for Bihar's special inten-
siverevision (SIR) of electoral roll
as opposed to seven documents in
summary revision conducted pre-
viously showed the exercise was
“voter friendly”.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Joymalya Bagchi, which
resumed hearing on a batch of
pleas challenging the June 24 deci-
sion of Election Commission to
conduct SIR in Bihar, said despite
petitioners’ arguments that non-
acceptance of Aadhaar was exclu-
sionary, it appeared the large
number of documents was “actu-
ally inclusionary”,

“The number of documents in
summary revision conducted ear-
lier in the state was seven and in
SIR itis 11, which showsiit is voter
friendly. We understand your
arguments that non-acceptance of
Aadhaar is exclusionary but a
high number of documents is
actually inclusionary,” the bench
said.

The top court noted electors
were required to submit any one
of the 1l documentsin the list.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for the peti-
tioners, disagreed and submitted
the number of documents may be
high but they had the least cover-
age. Giving an example of pass-
portavailability with the electors,
Singhvi said it was only one to two
per cent in Bihar and they have no
provision for permanent resident
certificates given in the state.

“Tf we see the availability of doc-
uments with the population in
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voter-friendly: SC

INDIA bloc leaders, wearing T-shirts featuring the name Minta
Devi,a voter allegedly listed as 124 years old in the s voter list,
protest over the alleged fraud, at Parliament on Tuesday.

Bihar it can be seen the coverage is
very low,” he said.

The bench said the coverage of
36 lakh of passport holders in the
state appears to be good.

“The list of documents is pre-
pared normally after taking feed-
back from various government
departments to ensure maximum
coverage,” Justice Bagchi said.

On August 12, the top court said
inclusion and exclusion of citizens
or non-citizens from the electoral
rolls was within the remit of the
Election Commission and backed
its stand to not accept Aadhaar
and voter cards as conclusive
proof of citizenship in the SIR of
voters' listin Bihar.

As the row over the ongoing
SIR escalated inside and outside
Parliament, the top court also
observed that the dispute was
“largely a trust deficit issue” since
the EC has claimed that roughly
6.5 crore people of the total 7.9
crore voting population in Bihar
didn’t have to file any documents
for them or their parents featured
in the 2003 electoral rolls.
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Morethan 17,000
objections, says EC

NEW DELHI: Election
Commission of India
(ECI) has received a total
of 17,665 claims and
objections over the draft
voter list after the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral roll in
Bihar, out of which 454
complaints have been
disposed, a press note
said on Wednesday.

According to the press
note by ECI, after 13 days,
no claim or objection has
been submitted by any
political party. A total of
74,525 forms have been
received from new elect-
ors.

The claims and objec-
tions are to be disposed of
by the concerned ERO/
AERO after the expiry of
seven days




Cong holds rally against

voter list ‘dlscrepan(:les

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Congress's Rajasthan
unit on Wednesday held a pro-
test march in Jaipur against the
alleged discrepancy in voter lists
maintained by the Election Com-
mission across the country.

The party’s state unit held a
foot march from the Congress
state office in Sansar Chandra
Road to the Shahid Smarak.
Former chief minister Gehlot
and former deputy chief minis-
ter Sachin Pilot joined the rally
along with leader of opposition
Tikaram Jully, Congress state
president Govind Singh Dotasra,
and other key leaders.

The rally took place a week
after Rahul Gandhi, in a press
conference in Delhi, alleged that
the Election Commission
included lakhs of fake voters
during the Karnataka Lok Sabha
election and Maharashtra
assembly election.

“Voter lists had been cor-
rupted in every recent election. It
is happening everywhere and
Rahul Gandhi has now given evi-
dence. The Election Commission
must answer to his allegations.
But it is the first time when the
EC is not giving a single answer
to the public. Many media
houses even raised similar alle-
gations and asked for data from
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Sachm Pilot, Govind Singh Dotasra, Ashok Gehlot,and others
during the protest march in Jaipur on Wednesday. PTI

the commission but they
denied,” said Ashok Gehlot. He
added, “The situation is really
serious in India. Over 60 lakhs
voters have been deleted during
the SIR process in Bihar. Nobody
knows how many have been
added and in what way. They are
doing this drama for the first
time. This rally is a message to
the EC and the government.”

Pilot said, "EC should take
necessary action and clarify
what happened in the voter lists.
Itisan independent agency and
they should not buy into the gov-
ernment’s words. Gandhi has
given proof. Why are they send-
ing the government to answer?
They, themselves, must appear
before the public.”

Dotasra said, “BJP has gained
power across the country

through vote theft, which also
includes seats in the state of
Rajasthan - Bikaner, Kota, and
Jaipur. Congress party is
demanding digital data of voter
list from Election Commission,
but it is not giving it but Con-
gress leaders are trying to
expose this vote theft in Rajast-
han.”

Reacting to the development,
BJP spokesperson Laxmikant
Bharadwaj said, “"Congress,
itself, has a history of ‘Vote
Chori’. Itis only the BJP govern-
ment led by Narendra Modi who
established democracy in true
meaning. Gandbhi is a leader who
has already been cancelled by
the public and Congress leaders
are following him. This is the
reason that party will be fin-
ished.”



Citizen-State relations and
the burden of document raj

or over a month now, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) has
ensnared the bulk of Bihar's voting
population in a maze of paperwork,
thanks to its Special Intensive Review (SIR) of
the voter rolls. In the process, widely accepted
documents — Aadhaar, ration card and the
voter card itself —have been declared suspect,
despite the Supreme Court’s intervention.
Through executive fiat, ECI has created a new,
arbitrary document hierarchy, declaring 11
specific documents —some of which even the
most privileged Indians struggle to procure —
as appropriate for determining citizenship.
Now, as the process moves to the question of
deletions from the voter rolls and the very real
threat of disenfranchisement, ECI is obdu-
rately hiding behind its paperwork, refusing
public access to the list of deleted names. This
tyranny of paper is also at the centre of
another controversy. The enduring image of
Rahul Gandhi’s recent press confer-
ence is the seven-foot-high stack of
paper — the physical electoral rolls
— that the Congress team trawled
through to identify discrepancies.

In different ways, both episodes
reveal one of the most pernicious
aspects of the exercise of State power
in India — the use of documents to
mediate citizen-State relations and
their role in feeding the State’s obses-
sion with ordering citizens into administrative
categories of “eligible” and “ineligible”.
Bureaucratic norms cohere around the idea
that “good governance” is about weeding out
the “ineligible™.

Atone level, this is a legitimate governance
impulse. After all, who will disagree with the
need to ensure that all citizens access their
rights, particularly voting rights, and that no
“ineligible” person misuses the system? How-
ever, the practices this unleashes often lead to
the kind of documentation chaos as we are
witnessing in Bihar. Worse, it opens the win-
dow for co-opting bureaucratic practices into
legitimising exclusionary political projects. In
hiding behind its mounds of paper, obdurately
refusing to make its processes and documents
transparent to the public, ECI has demon-
strated how effectively the State can weapon-
ise paper even in pursuit of ostensibly legiti-
mate goals.

Proving eligibility via documents is a
unique burden that the Indian State places on
its citizens. After Partition, governments in
India and Pakistan adopted the practice of
adjudicating citizenship claims by evaluating
documents such as passports and, later,
ration/voter cards that claimants possessed to
determine their authenticity as citizens. This,
as political scientist Niraja Jayal has argued,
inverted the standard relationship between
citizenship and documents. In most contexts,
the possession of citizenship is the means to
acquire identity documents such as passports.

THE BIHAR SIR DEBATE

IS MISSING A DEEPER
INTERROGATION INTO THE
TYRANNY OF PAPER AND
THE CULTURE OF DISTRUST
ENTRENCHED THAT MAKES
EVEN OUR INSTITUTIONS
CAPABLLE OFF UNDERMINING
DEMOCRACY AND
CITIZENS RIGHTS

Yamini
Aiyar

In the Indian case, documents became the
means for determining citizenship.

This penchant for relying on documents to
mediate citizenship soon extended to routine
administrative tasks. The Indian bureaucracy’s
obsession with paper (files, orders, documents)
is well known. Anthropologist Mathew Hull
traces this to the colonial bureaucracy’s dis-
trust of local Indian functionaries, which man-
ifested itself in kaghaz raj or "documentary
rule”. Only through a connection with paper,
Hull argues, could an action be construed as an
action. Contemporary Indian bureaucracy
adopted this practice and extended this
culture of distrust to how it deals both with
itself and with the public at large. In dealing
with the public, documents — ration cards,
BPL cards, job cards, Aadhaar cards, voter
cards —came to play the role of gatekeepers.
For citizens, they are the primary means to
make themselves visible to the State and place
claims. For the State, they are the
means through which it seeks to "see”
society, categorising the population
into administratively legible seg-
ments that become the basis for
administrative action.

The culture of distrust that under-
pins this allowed for an intriguing
twist. The State took it upon itself to
categorise the population as “eligible”
and “ineligible™; after all, corruption
enables the “ineligible” beneficiary to access
the State. But to achieve this goal, the bureauc-
racy appropriated the power to verily itsown
documents, casting suspicion both onits docu-
ments and, rather conveniently, on those in
possession of these documents. This adminis-
trative suspicion can easily be weaponised and
placed in service of political projects, as we are
now witnessing in Bihar. Words like “verifica-
tion”, “authentication”, “deletion” and “doubt-
ful” are routinely deployed in administrative
parlance. The citizen is a suspicious actor, in
constant need of verification. It is this bureau-
cratic impulse that has allowed the ECI, with
absolutely no irony, to claim the voter card,
distributed by its own machinery, to be inac-
curate, leaving it to the Supreme Court judges
to remind the ECI of the principle of “pre-
sumption of correctness”.

Crucially, it is precisely this suspicion that
can become a convenient weapon in the poli-
tics of exclusion. Political narratives of “infil-
trators” and outsiders find legitimacy precisely
because the State regularly reminds us of how
suspiciously it views its documents, allowing
itself the luxury of authenticating documents
at will. It should be no surprise that the spectre
of NRC is writ large over the SIR as well.

As the SIR and electoral roll controversy
unfolds, the risk of mass disenfranchise-
ment (6.5 million deletions in the draft list),
procedural arbitrariness, the constitutional
overreach of ECI, and its sheer incompe-
tence are at the centre of the ongoing politi-
cal and legal challenge. The debate, how-
ever, is missing a deeper interrogation into
the tyranny of paper and the culture of dis-
trust it has entrenched that makes even our
institutions capable of undermining democ-
racy and citizens' rights. The struggle to
protect democratic freedoms must extend to
interrogating and indeed challenging the
culture of kaghaz raj within the State that
makes critical independent public institu-
tions vulnerable.

Yamini Aiyar is senior visiting fellow, Brown
University. The views expressed are personal.



SC on revision of rolls:
‘Voter-friendly, not
exclusionary... more
documents accepted’

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

HEARING PETITIONS challeng-
ing the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral roll in Bihar,
the Supreme Court said Wed-
nesday that the Election Commi-
ssion (EC) expanding the list of
documents accepted for proof of
identity to 11, compared to only
seven for the summary revision
in Jharkhand earlier, showed that
the processis “voter-friendly and
not voter exclusionary”.
Abench of Justices Surya Kant
and Joymalya Bagchi also said
that according to Section 21 of
The Representation Of The People
Act, 1950, “it is totally within the
subjective domain” of the EC on
“how, when” it would “go for a
special (intensive) revision”.
“The documents for the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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EC GIVES BENGAL
1-DAY DEADLINE

THE EC has given West
Bengal Chief Secretary
Manoj Pant seven days
toactonitsorderto
suspend four officials,
remove a data entry
operator, and file FIRs
for allegedly registering
fake voters. Pantis
learnt to have said that
he would consult the
state government.

EARLIER, CM Mamata
Banerjee had vowed to
protect state govt
employees, setting the
stage for a standoff
with the EC.

REPORT,




‘Fake’ voters row: Election Commission gives
West Bengal seven days to act against officials

DAMININATH&ATRIMITRA
NEW DELHI, KOLKATA . AUG13

THE STANDOFF between the
Election Commission(EC)and the
West Bengal government showed
no signs of relenting Wednesday,
as the poll panel, after a meeting
in Delhi, gave Chief Secretary
Manoj Pant 7 days to act onits or-
der to suspend 4 officers, remove
adataentryoperator and file FIRs
— steps Pantis learnt to have said
he would take only after consult-
ing the state government.

The five Bengal officials are ac-
cused of registering fake voters.
On Monday, Pant wrote to EC,
calling the suspension and FIRs
“disproportionately harsh™ with
a “demoralising impact” on
Bengal's officers’ community.

Pantis leamt to have met CEC

Gyanesh Kumar, and Election
Commissioners Vivek joshi and
Sulkhbir Singh Sandhu.

At theover hour-long meeting,
he is learnt to have said that in-
quiries had beeninitiated against
theofficers and that action would
follow based on the findings.

Whenthe EC pressed for com-
pliance, Pantislearnt to have cited
forthcoming holidays, prompting
the EC to give him a seven-day
deadline. He is also learnt to have
told the EC he could not take the
decision alone and would first
consult the state government.

This tug-of-war also has a le-
gal history. The EC derives its au-
thority from Section 13CC of the
Representation of the People Act,
1950, inserted in 1989, which
deemsofficersonelectionduty to
be on deputation to the commis-
sionand subjecttoits “control, su-

perintendence and discipline”.

Referring to CEOs, DEOs and
EROs, etc, Section 13CCsays: “The
officers referred to in this Part
and any other officer or staffem-
ployed in connection with the
preparation, revisionand correc-
tion of the electoral rolls for, and
the conduct of, all elections shall
be deemed to be on deputation
to the EC for the period during
which they are soemployed and
such officers and staff shall, dur-
ing that period, be subject to the
control, superintendence and
discipline of the Election
Commission.”

The scope of the word “disci-
pline” led to a dispute, with then
CECT NSeshan moving Supreme
Courtin 1993. While EC argued it
could take disciplinary action for
dereliction of duty. the Centre and
states maintained it could only

recommend such action.

The matter was resolved by
the court’'s order in 2000, inwhich
the EC and the government
agreed toterms of settdlement. The
terms of settlement were that the
ECsdisciplinary functions would
extend to suspension for insubor-
dination or dereliction of duty;
substituting and returning the
substituted individual to the
cadre: recommending discipli-
nary action tocompetent author-
ity for insuboerdination or derelic-
tion of duty while on election
duty; and that the Union govern-
ment would advise state govern-
mentof thededisions. On the rec-
ommendations, the terms of
settlement said that they should
be “promptly acted upon™.

Despite this, it hasn't been all
smooth between the EC and the
governments. The Department of

Personnel and Training issued an
office memorandum on March
20, 2008, reiterating the terms of
settlement.

Reiterating its instructions af-
ter the 2000 Supreme Court judg-
ment, the DoPT had said: “_it s
emphasized that the terms of set-
tlement have to be complied with
while adhening to the provisions
of the relevant disciplinary rules.
The recommendations of the
Election Commission made tothe
Competent Authority for taking
disciplinary action forany act of in-
subordination or dereliction of
duty while on duty shall be
promptly acted upon by the disci-
plinary authority and action taken
should be communicated to the
Election Commissionwithin a pe-
riod of six months from the date of
the Election Commission’s recom-
mendations.”

epaper.indianexpress.cor-- .



Congress stages
protest in Jaipur
against voter

list ‘irregularities’

Rajasthan Congress President Govind Singh Dotasra, party
leader Sachin Pilot and others take part in a protest march
in Jaipur on Wednesday. Rohit Jain Paras

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 13

THE RAJASTHAN Congress
staged a protest Wednesday,
marching from the party head-
quarters to Shaheed Smarak,
against alleged irregularities in
the voter list.

Led by state Congress
Committee President Govind
Singh Dotasara, hundreds of
party workers walked from
11:30amto 1 pm, raising slogans
of “Vote Chor, Gaddi Chhod (vote
thieves, vacate the throne).”

The party accused the
Election Commission (EC) of
covering up discrepancies in
voter lists in Bihar and other
states. As part of their agitation,
Congress announced a state-
wide signature campaign and
district-wise candle marches to
demand corrective action.

Leader of the Opposition in
Rajasthan Assembly, Tikaram
Julie, claimed large-scale manip-
ulation: “They have cut the votes
of 65 lakh people. No new votes
have been added. In some cases,
100 people are shown living in
one house, multiple people have
identical names, and one father
has been shown to have many
children. This is clear fraud,
which Rahul Gandhi has ex-

posed. The Election Commission
must answer.”

Former Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot joined the march, calling
it an unprecedented situation.
“For the first time in India’s vot-
ing history, such discrepancies
have been found, yet the Election
Commission remains silent. In
Bihar alone, 60 lakh votes were
cut, but no one knows how
many were added or whose
votes were removed. Even the
Supreme Court judges watched
without taking action. This is a
very serious matter for the en-
tire country,” he said.

Gehlot further criticised the
EC, saying, “This is the first time
such a drama is being enacted.
Every citizen and soldier must
think about what is happening
to our democracy.”

Former Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot stressed the
need for transparency, stating,
“The Election Commission
should take the initiative to re-
move doubts from the public's
mind, explain the errors, and
clarify where the discrepancies
occurred.”

After the march, Congress
leaders addressed the media, re-
iterating that their protest
against voter list irregularities
would continue across the state
until the EC takes action.
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(L) Congress leadets Ashok Gehlot, Sachin Pilot, Govind 5. Dotasta, Pratap Singh Khachanyawas and Dharmendra Rathore, and (R)

women Congress workers, dunng the party's protest against the alleged voter hist theft' in Jaipur on wednesday

25-30 Congress MLAS
absent; AICC seeks
report of absent MLAS

Dinesh Dangi
Jaipur

I'he Raj Cong on Wednes-
day staged a massive pro-
test in Jaipur against al-
leged discrepancies in the
voter list and “vote theft”
claims raised by Rahul
Gandhi. Led by state party

HEATED EXCHANGE BETWEEN CONG & RLP LEADERS

A clash erupted at Jaipur's Shaheed Smarak

on Wednesday between Rashtriya Loktantrik

Party (RLP) and Congress workers after Congress
leaders allegedly tried to remove a banner of RLP chief
Hanuman Beniwal. RLP's Dr. Shravan Chaudhary accused
Congress of malicious intent but intervened to calm ten-
sions during the Sl recruitment protest

chief Govind S Dolasra,
leaders including Ashok
Gehlot, Sachin Pilot, Tika
Ram Jully, and Pratap S
Khacharivawas marched

from party HQs to
Shaheed Smarak, raising
slogans such as “vote
chor, gaddi chhod.”
Dotasra accused BJP of
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manipulating voter rolls
under the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR), alleg-
ing that Election Commis-
sion had become its “pup-
pet.” Gehlot claimed that
60 lakh votes were re-
moved in Bihar without
explanation. Pilot accused
BIP of defending Com-
mission instead of ad-
dressing concerns, wam-
ing of attempts to weaken
constitutional institutions.

s slams ECI over ‘vote theft’

CONG LOSING GROUND
ACROSS THE COUNTRY:
MADAN RATHORE

Barmer: BJP Slate

President Madan

Rathore addressed a
press conlerence. Speak-
ing on the issue of SIR, he
said that the work of voter
revision takes place every
time. He added that it is the
right of the people lo decide
who will govem the country.
He remarked that Congress
is losing everywhere, which
is why they are troubled. On
Donald Trump, he said that
tanffs are being increased on
economic grounds, and that
Trump has taken several
U-turns, which will increase
the burden on the people of
America. He staled thal India
has developed weapons
like BrahMos, enhancing
the country's prestige in
the world, and that temples
have even been built in Mus-
lim countries.



